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February snowfall was highly variable in the West, with storms favoring a northern track. 
Ample precipitation fell in the Cascades of Washington and Oregon, but much of this fell as 
rain. Most of the snowfall there came from the 12th-20th. Alpine Meadows, CA got most of 
its snowfall in one day, the 25th, when 28 inches fell. Alyeska, AK was snowy most of the 
month, and Bridger Bowl, MT reported snow almost every day from the 7th-2lst. Alta, UT had 
three big snowdays--the lst, 2lst, and 27th--which totaled 49 inches. Taos, NM failed to 
pay its dues, so it got only 2 inches for the month. Here are some snowfall figures as a 
percent of February normals: Alyeska, 109%; Crystal Mt., 64%; Mt. Baker, 56%; Mt. Rainier, 
91%; Stevens Pass, 70%; Alpine Meadows, 59%; Mammoth Mt., 28%; Alta, 103%; Bridger Bowl, 
146%; Jackson Hole, 59%; Sun Valley, 53%; Aspen, 42%; Berthoud Pass, 57%; Vail, 66%; and 
Ta06,. “67% 


Snowfall totals for November-February show that Colorado is now drier this winter compared 
to the last drought winter, 1976-77. In the San Juan Mts. of southern Colorado, at least 
one snow course is reading its lowest ever in 44 years of record. Denver has just recorded 
its second warmest winter in history; 1933-34 was slightly warmer. For the rest of the 
West, 1976-77 was drier than the current winter. 


February's avalanche total was the highest yet this winter. Bridger Bowl and Stevens Pass 
contributed substantially to the total. Many of those at Stevens Pass fell on the 12th 
when 19 inches of snow fell. Much of the snowpack in the Intermountain and Rocky Mt. 
regions consisted of weak depth hoar. This contributed to several serious accidents in 
February. Three of these resulted in fatalities. 


On the Ist, a ski tourer was buried and killed in Big Cottonwood Canyon, UT. He triggered 
the slide and could not be found by his skiing companions. Two hours later, an avalanche 
dog made the find. The victim had been buried 5 feet deep. Avalanche warnings were in 
effect at the time. On the 15th in the Ruby Mts. near Lamoille, NV, a snowmobiler was 
killed when she was struck by an avalanche triggered by other machines higher on the 

slope. She and her snowmobile were swept onto a frozen lake which cracked under the 
weight of the avalanche. The body has not been found. Also on the 15th at Schweitzer 
Basin, ID, a lone skier triggered a small slide that buried him deeply. Falling and 
blowing snow quickly obscured the avalanche. For 3 days, searchers combed the ski area and 
beyond, but to no avail. Finally on the 19th, an avalanche dog found the victim in the old 
slide debris. He was buried 6 feet deep and wrapped around a tree. On the 22nd, an 
avalanche in Big Cottonwood Canyon, UT seriously injured three helicopter skiers. The 
slide caught the three skiers and the guide. The guide hung onto a tree while the other 
three were swept on a fast ride thru scattered trees. All three suffered broken bones. 
This slope had been bombed and skied the previous day. 


In all, 23 people were caught, 9 wholly or partly buried, 4 injured, and 3 killed during 
the month. The accident statistics thru February are tabulated below. 
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TOTAL AVALANCHES REPORTED 
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DAMAGE SUMMARY - THIS WINTER 
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